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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS  
 The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 (noun) – An Act to provide for the establishment of a body of Lokpal for the Union and 

Lokayukta for States to inquire into allegations of corruption against certain public functionaries and for matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto.  

 The Kerala Lok Ayukta Act, 1999 (noun) – An Act to make provision for the appointment and functions of certain authorities 
for making enquiries into any action (including any omission and commission in connection with or arising out of such action) 
relatable to matters specified in List II or List III of the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India taken by or on behalf of 
the Government of Kerala or certain public authorities in the State of Kerala in certain cases and for matters connected 
therewith or ancillary thereto.  

 Section 14 of the Kerala Lok Ayukta Act (noun) – The sub-section (1) of section 14 empowers the Lokayukta or an Upa 
Lokayukta to make a declaration in its report that a public servant against whom a complaint is made should not continue to 
hold that post if the allegation is substantiated. “Where the competent authority is the governor, the government of Kerala 
or the CM, he or it shall accept the declaration,” it states.  

 Mandal Commission report (noun) – the Mandal Commission report (1980) recommended 27% reservation for OBC 
candidates at all levels of the Central government services.  

 Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) (noun) – It is an Indian research institute for the social sciences and 
humanities. Founded in 1963 by political scientist Rajni Kothari, CSDS has primarily been involved in studying and 
understanding the democratic and electoral politics of India and its neighbourhood, and much of this has been done through 
sustained empirical work by scholars of politics.  

 All-India Quota (AIQ) (noun) – The All India Quota (AIQ) Scheme was introduced in 1986 under the directions of the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court to provide for domicile-free merit-based opportunities to students from any State to aspire to study in a 
good medical college located in another State. All India Quota consists of 15% of total available UG seats and 50% of total 
available PG seats in government medical colleges. Initially, there was no reservation in AIQ Scheme up to 2007. In 2007, the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court introduced reservation of 15% for SCs and 7.5% for STs in the AIQ Scheme.  

 substantive equality (noun) – It goes beyond the basics (i.e. all are equal & be treated alike) and identifies underlying 
structural or characteristic differences. It is concerned with equitable outcomes and equal opportunities for disadvantaged 
and marginalized people and groups in society. “Substantive equality of opportunity” prevails with respect to some desirable 
position or ranked order of positions just in case all members of society are eligible to apply for the position, applications are 
fairly judged on their merits and the most meritorious are selected, and sufficient opportunity to develop the qualifications 
needed for successful application is available to all.  

 formal equality (noun) – it is a belief that, for fairness, a person must be consistent or equal in treatment at all times. Formal 
Equality of Opportunity is the view that formal rules should not exclude individuals from achieving certain goals by making 
reference to personal characteristics that are arbitrary, such as race, socio-economic class, gender, religion and sexuality. Put 
simply “it dictates the equal treatment of all people”.  

 cultural capital (noun) – cultural capital in sociology comprises an individual’s social assets (education, intellect, style of 
speech, dress, etc.) that “promote social mobility within a stratified society“. The term was coined by 1970s French 
sociologist Pierre Bourdieu, who developed the idea as a way to explain how power in society was transferred and social 
classes maintained. In simple terms, it can be defined as the skills and knowledge which an individual can draw on to give 
them an advantage in social life.  

 democratic society (noun) – a democracy by definition is government through elected representatives. It is a form of society 
which favours equal rights, freedom of speech and a fair trial and tolerates the views of minorities. A healthy civil society 
requires responsible and active citizens who value the system of government and work towards a shared vision of civil life.  

 scientific temper (noun) – it refers to an individual’s attitude of logical and rational thinking. Jawaharlal Nehru in The 
Discovery of India, writes, “Scientific temper is a way of life — an individual and social process of thinking and acting which 
uses a scientific method which may include questioning, observing reality, testing, hypothesising, analysing and 
communicating.” Scientific temper can be viewed through two lenses — one of the traditional scientific community and the 
other of society as a whole.  

 humanism (noun) – a democratic and ethical life stance that affirms that human beings have the right and responsibility to 
give meaning and shape to their own lives. Humanism stands for the building of a more humane society through an ethics 
based on human and other natural values in a spirit of reason and free inquiry through human capabilities.  

 Chakma/Hajong people (noun) – The Chakmas and Hajongs are ethnic people who lived in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, most 
of which are located in Bangladesh. Chakmas are predominantly Buddhists, while Hajongs are Hindus. They are found in 
northeast India, West Bengal, Bangladesh, and Myanmar.  

 Kaptai dam (noun) – Located in the scenic landscape of the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), the Kaptai dam, on the River 
Karnaphuli, is the only hydro-electric power source in Bangladesh. Commissioned on 30 March 1962, the presently dam has 
five units with a total capacity of 230 MW and it produces approximately 5% of the electricity consumed in Bangladesh.  
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 civil society (noun) – civil society refers to space for collective action around shared interests, purposes, and values, 
generally distinct from government and commercial for-profit actors. It refers to a wide array of organizations: community 
groups, non-governmental organizations [NGOs], labour unions, indigenous groups, charitable organizations, faith-based 
organizations, professional associations, and foundations. Civil society – sometimes called the “third sector” (after 
government and commerce) – has the power to influence the ctions of elected policy-makers and businesses.  

 republic (noun) – a group of people involved in a particular activity with certain equality; “The Republic” is a form of 
government in which a state (country) is ruled by elected representatives of the people (citizen body). (The English word 
‘republic’ is derived from the Latin ‘Res publica’ — the public thing. A republic then is associated with the ‘public 
sphere/domain’, an open space where people put forward claims about what is good for the community, what is in collective 
interest).  

 green revolution (noun) – it was the result of a sequence of scientific breakthroughs and development activities (1960s-
1970s) that successfully increased food production. It marked a transition from traditional agriculture in India and the 
introduction of high-yielding varieties of seeds and the associated agricultural techniques. It mainly increased the food crops 
production in the state of Punjab, Haryana and parts of western Uttar Pradesh.  

 cultural exchange (noun) – it is about sharing different ideas, traditions, and knowledge with someone who may be coming 
from a completely different background than your own. An exchange of students, artists, athletes, ideas, traditions, culture, 
etc., between two countries to promote mutual understanding.  

 Part III Rights/Fundamental Rights (noun) – The Fundamental Rights, embodied in Part III of the Constitution, guarantee civil 
rights to all Indians and prevent the State from encroaching an individual’s liberty while simultaneously placing upon it an 
obligation to protect the citizens’ rights from encroachment by society. Seven fundamental rights were originally provided by 
the Constitution – the right to equality, right to freedom, right against exploitation, right to freedom of religion, cultural and 
educational rights, right to property and right to constitutional remedies. However, the right to property was removed from 
Part III of the Constitution by the 44th Amendment in 1978.  

 The Right to Constitutional Remedies (noun) – The Right to Constitutional Remedies gives the citizens the right to approach 
the Supreme Court or the High Court to get any fundamental right restored in case they are violated. Thereafter the 
Supreme Court or High Court can issue an order or directives for the government regarding the enforcement of these rights.  

 National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) (noun) – The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India was 
established on 12 October, 1993. The statute under which it is established is the Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 
1993 as amended by the Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006. The NHRC is a Statutory public body and it is 
an embodiment of India’s concern for the promotion and protection of human rights.  

 Article 370 of Indian Constitution (noun) – It had “temporary provisions with respect to the State of Jammu and Kashmir” 
which gave special powers to the state. The article allowed the state a certain amount of autonomy – its own constitution, a 
separate flag and freedom to make laws. Foreign affairs, defence and communications remained the preserve (domain) of 
the central government. It also allowed Jammu and Kashmir to make its own rules relating to permanent residency, 
ownership of property and fundamental rights. It did also bar Indians from outside the state from purchasing property or 
settling there.  

 penal damage (noun) – Penal damages means to penalize the party who caused damages to another party by way of breach 
of contract. Thus penal damages act as a means of compensating an innocent party who suffered the loss as a result of the 
breach.  

 diplomatic mission (noun) – In Diplomatic Terms, “mission” has multiple meanings. All embassies, consulates, and other 
diplomatic posts in foreign countries are known collectively as missions and they all share the common mission of carrying 
out the foreign policy of the government. (But the government is also a member of many international organizations, and its 
representatives to these organizations, and the work they do, are also called diplomatic missions).  

 Kartarpur Corridor Agreement (noun) – An Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for the facilitation of Pilgrims to visit Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur, 
Narowal, Pakistan, was signed on 24 October 2019 in order to fulfil the long-standing demand of the pilgrims to have easy 
and smooth access to the holy Gurudwara.  

 The Protocol on Visits to Religious Shrines 1974 (noun) – The Government of India and The Government of Pakistan, taking 
note of the sentiments and devotion of the various communities in the two countries for the historic and sacred shrines in 
the other have agreed on certain principles for facilitating visits to such shrines.  

 Line of Control (LoC) (noun) – it is a 450 mile-long military control line lying between India and Pakistan’s controlled parts of 
the former (under the British) Jammu and Kashmir. This line is not actually a legally recognized international boundary but 
prevails as per de facto. After the Simla Agreement signed in July 1972, this line was officially renamed as “Line of Control” 
from “the Cease-fire Line”.  

 Cairn Energy/Capricorn Energy (noun) – Capricorn (previously Cairn) is one of Europe’s leading independent oil and gas 
exploration and development companies and has been listed on the London Stock Exchange for more than 30 years.  
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 arbitration award (noun) – the determination on the merits (i.e., the decision) by the tribunal in an arbitration. The decision 
is called an “award”… Therefore, the award is critically important; it resolves the dispute.  

 nationalism (noun) – it refers to a system (with a narrow set of ideas) created by a group of people who believe their nation 
is superior to all others. It is also a perception of national superiority and an orientation toward national dominance-called 
chauvinism (excessive nationalism).  

 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) (noun) – an Indian government agency responsible for collecting and analysing crime 
data as defined by the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Special and Local Laws (SLL). NCRB is headquartered in New Delhi and is 
part of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Government of India.  

 socialism (noun) – it’s a state-controlled economy in which the state controls the means of production: factories, offices, 
resources, and firms. Since the government controls almost all of society’s functions, it can make better use of resources, 
labours, and lands.  

 Lohiaite socialism (noun) – a type of socialism promoted by a politician, journalist and activist Ram Manohar Lohia (1910 –
1967). Lohia championed “the principle of equal irrelevance of capitalism and communism in respect of the creation of a 
new human civilization.” This ‘new civilization’ is called by Lohia ‘socialism’.  

 identity politics (plural noun) – it is also called as identitarian politics, refers to political positions based on the interests and 
perspectives of social groups with which people identify. Identity politics is when people of a particular race, ethnicity, 
gender, or religion form alliances and organize politically to defend their group’s interests.  

 National Security Adviser (NSA) (noun) – the central co-ordinator and adviser to the prime minister/president and cabinet 
on security, intelligence, defence, and some foreign policy matters. They are based in the Cabinet Office and work across 
departments to bring together a coherent national security strategy that fits with the government’s priorities.  

 National Security Adviser (NSA), India (noun) – the senior official on the National Security Council of India, and the chief 
adviser to the Prime Minister of India on national security policy and international affairs. Ajit Doval is the current NSA, and 
has the same rank as a Union Cabinet Minister.  

 Central Asian Republics (CARs) (noun) – the landlocked but geographically important Central Asian Republics (CARs) are as 
follows; Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.  

 Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (noun) – The Belt and Road Initiative, formerly known as One Belt One Road or OBOR for short, 
is a global infrastructure development strategy adopted by the Chinese government in 2013 to invest in nearly 71 countries 
and international organizations. It is also referred to as “21st century silk road”. From South-east Asia to Eastern Europe and 
Africa, Belt and Road includes 71 countries that account for half the world’s population and a quarter of global GDP.  

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws by limiting or stopping trade 
with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc.  

 International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) (noun) – a multi modal transportation established in 2000 for the 
purpose of promoting transportation cooperation among the Member States. It is a 7,200-km-long multi-mode network of 
ship, rail, and road route for moving freight between India, Iran, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia and Europe. 
The route primarily involves moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via ship, rail and road.  

 TAPI (Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India) gas pipeline project (noun) – The TAPI project is a key transnational 
scheme aimed to carry 33 billion cubic meters of natural gas each year from Turkmenistan to India through Afghanistan and 
Pakistan.  

 Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, (AFSPA), 1958 (noun) – In simple terms, Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) 
gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”. They have the authority to prohibit a gathering 
of five or more persons in an area, can use force or even open fire after giving due warning if they feel a person is in 
contravention of the law. If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a warrant; enter or search 
a premises without a warrant; and ban the possession of firearms.  

 the Hill Area Committee (HAC), Manipur (noun) – it has been constituted with a sole purpose of ensuring accelerated 
development of the hill areas and to promote unity between the people of the hill areas and the remaining sections of the 
state.  

 electoral bond (noun) – an electoral bond is designed to be a bearer instrument like a Promissory Note — in effect, it will be 
similar to a bank note that is payable to the bearer on demand and free of interest. It can be purchased by any citizen of 
India or a body incorporated in India. it allows limitless, secret donations to political parties, including (and especially) by 
corporations.  

 serology survey (noun) – A serological survey is conducted to assess the prevalence of a disease in a population. It is done by 
detecting the presence of specific antibodies that are produced against the virus.  

 serology (noun) – a method of diagnostic examination of blood serum concerning the immune system’s response to 
pathogens (the pathogen is something, like bacteria/virus, that causes disease). (serum is an amber (yellowish-orange), 
watery fluid, rich in proteins, obtained from blood…).  



 

4 

 

WEEKLY VOCAB DIGESTIVE – 1st WEEK of FEBRUARY 2022 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 
 

 sero-survey (noun) – collection and testing of serum (or proxy such as oral fluid) specimens from a sample of a defined 
population over a specified period of time to estimate the prevalence of antibodies against a given specific infectious 
pathogen as an indicator of immunity.  

 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) (noun) – the apex body in India for the formulation, coordination and promotion 
of biomedical research, is one of the oldest medical research bodies in the world. As early as in 1911, the Government of 
India set up the Indian Research Fund Association (IRFA) with the specific objective of sponsoring and coordinating medical 
research in the country. It was redesignated in 1949 as the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The ICMR is funded by 
the Government of India through the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.  

 community transmission (noun) – community spread/transmission means spread of an illness/disease for which the source 
of infection is unknown. An infected person has no travel history to an affected area and no known contact with a person 
previously diagnosed with a particular disease. It is possible the patient is exposed to a returning traveler who is infected.  

 local transmission (cluster) (noun) – local spread/transmission means spread of an illness/disease for which the source of 
infection is known. An infected person has a travel history to an affected area. We could able to identify and trace individual 
cases, and ring-fence a cluster (of them) to prevent the spread of infection.  

 coronavirus (CoV) (noun) – a large family of viruses that cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe 
diseases. common signs of infection include respiratory symptoms, fever, cough, shortness of breath and breathing 
difficulties. In more severe cases, infection can cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and 
even death.  

 delta variant/B.1.617.2 (noun) – Formally known as AY.2 or B.1.617.2, it’s a variant of the coronavirus, first identified in 
India, is renamed as the ‘Delta variant’ by the World Health Organization (WHO) and this variant is reclassified as Variant of 
Concern (VOC). The B.1.617.1 strain has been reclassified to a Variant of Interest (VOI) and labelled variant “Kappa”.  

 Omicron variant (noun) – On 26 November 2021, WHO designated the (new coronavirus) variant B.1.1.529 a variant of 
concern, named Omicron, on the advice of WHO’s Technical Advisory Group on Virus Evolution (TAG-VE). The first known 
confirmed Omicron infection was from a specimen collected on November 9. In recent weeks, infections in South Africa have 
increased steeply, coinciding with the detection.  

 Indian SARS-CoV2 Genomic Consortia (INSACOG) (noun) – INSACOG refers to the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genome Sequencing 
Consortia. The INSACOG consortium of scientists, spanning 10 labs across the country, and involved in sequencing genomes 
of coronavirus samples in different States, had been giving regular updates on the threat from new strains to the 
government. (Consortia is a plural form of consortium).  

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol implemented by the authorities that prevents people from leaving from a place; 
An extended state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a person by the authority.  

 Variant of Concern (VoC) (noun) – A variant for which there is evidence of an increase in transmissibility, more severe 
disease (e.g., increased hospitalizations or deaths), significant reduction in neutralization by antibodies generated during 
previous infection or vaccination, reduced effectiveness of treatments or vaccines, or diagnostic detection failures.  

 Variants of Interest (VoI) (noun) – A variant with specific genetic markers that have been associated with changes to 
receptor binding, reduced neutralization by antibodies generated against previous infection or vaccination, reduced efficacy 
of treatments, potential diagnostic impact, or predicted increase in transmissibility or disease severity.  

 frontline worker/staff (noun) – a person who is among the first to arrive and provide assistance at the scene of an 
emergency. First/front line workers/responders typically include paramedics, emergency medical technicians, police officers, 
firefighters, sanitary workers & etc.  

 positivity rate (noun) – the proportion of positives to total tests done for disease; the percentage of tests that are turning 
out to be positive for disease; the rate at which people getting tested for disease receive positive results.  

 social/physical distancing (noun) – a term that means actively avoiding crowded public places, is a key element in 
decreasing the rapid spread of COVID-19. This is an effort intended to limit exposure by reducing face-to-face contact and 
preventing spread among people in community settings.  

 Ease of Doing Business (noun) – it is about different parameters which define the ease of doing business in a country; (Ease 
of doing business index is annually published by the World Bank. Doing business ranking is based on quantitative indicators 
on regulation for starting a business, dealing with construction permits, getting electricity, registering property, getting 
credit, protecting minority investors, paying taxes, trading across borders, enforcing contracts and resolving insolvency).  

 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) (noun) – a process of evaluating the likely environmental impacts of a proposed 
project or development, taking into account inter-related socio-economic, cultural and human-health impacts, both 
beneficial and adverse.  

 State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) (noun) – State Environment Impact Assessment authority 
empowered to grant Environmental Clearance to mitigate pollution and protect environment which is essential pre-requisite 
in the process of starting new projects, expanding or modernizing existing projects falling under Category ‘B’ (notified by EIA 
Notification 2006 under sub-rule (3) of Rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986). To assist SEIAA, a State Expert 
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Appraisal Committee (SEAC) is constituted. The Expert Appraisal Committee scrutinize the projects and forward its 
recommendations to the SEIAA for taking a decision on granting Environmental Clearance.  

 National Statistical Office (NSO) (noun) – The Ministry of Statistics and the Department of Programme Implementation has 
two wings, one relating to Statistics and the other Programme Implementation. The Statistics Wing called the National 
Statistical Office (NSO) gives considerable importance to coverage and quality aspects of statistics released in the country. 
The statistics released are based on administrative sources, surveys and censuses conducted by the Center and State 
Governments and non-official sources and studies.  

 basis point (BPS) (noun) – a unit of measure used in finance to describe the percentage change in the value or rate of a 
financial instrument. One basis point is equivalent to 0.01% (1/100th of a percent). Used for measuring change in interest 
rate/yield.  

 International Monetary Fund (IMF) (noun) – an international organization of 189 countries, headquartered in Washington, 
D.C., working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade, promote high 
employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty around the world.  

 private final consumption expenditure (PFCE) (noun) – The Private Final Consumption Expenditure (PFCE) is defined as the 
expenditure incurred on final consumption of goods and services by the resident households and non-profit institutions 
serving households (NPISH).  

 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development(OECD) (noun) – Headquartered in Paris, France, the OECD was 
formed in 1961. It is an international organization where the governments of 36 member states with market economies 
work with each other, as well as with more than 70 non-member economies to promote economic growth, prosperity, and 
sustainable development.  

 base effect (noun) – it relates to inflation in the corresponding period of the previous year, if the inflation rate was too low 
in the corresponding period of the previous year, even a smaller rise in the Price Index will arithmetically give a high rate of 
inflation now.  

 fixed capital formation (noun) – the process of a firm increasing its stock of fixed capital (i.e. capital invested in fixed assets 
such as buildings, equipment, and machinery).  

 gross fixed capital formation (GFCF) (noun) – (formerly gross domestic investment) Gross fixed capital formation is 
essentially a net investment. It is a component of the Expenditure method of calculating GDP. To be more precise Gross fixed 
capital formation measures the net increase in fixed capital.  

 capacity utilisation (noun) – Capacity utilization refers to the manufacturing and production capabilities that are being 
utilized by a nation or enterprise at any given time. It is the relationship between the output produced with the given 
resources and the potential output that can be produced if capacity was fully used.  

 marginal propensity to consume (MPC) (noun) – it is an economic calculation that measures the amount of additional 
income consumers are willing to spend on goods and services rather than saving it.  

 Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) (noun) – MSME stands for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME), 
introduced by Government of India in agreement with Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises Development (MSMED) Act, 
2006. It includes Enterprises engaged in the manufacture or production, processing or preservation of goods & Enterprises 
engaged in providing or rendering of services with some specific requirements.  

 (implicit price deflator) IPD/GDP deflator (noun) – GDP deflator, also known as the GDP price deflator or the implicit price 
deflator, measures the changes in prices for all of the goods and services produced in an economy.  

 supplementary expenditure grant/demand (noun) – The additional grant required to meet the required expenditure of the 
government. The Demand for Excess Grants is made after the actual expenditure is incurred and is presented to the 
Parliament after the end of the financial year in which the expenses were made.  

 GST Council (noun) – a federal body (established under article 279A of the Constitution) that aims to bring together states 
and the Centre on a common platform for the nationwide rollout of the indirect tax reform.  

 GST Compensation (noun) – Under the GST law (In India), state governments are guaranteed full compensation for any 
revenue loss for the first five years after the introduction of the goods and services tax (GST) in July 2017. The compensation 
is a gap between actual revenue collected and projected revenue.  

 National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) (noun) – Creation of National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) is Government of India’s 
pioneering initiative to establish a medium-term pipeline along with a roadmap for “monetisationready” assets. Developed 
in the backdrop of the unprecedented Covid-induced economic and fiscal shocks, NMP lists out assets and asset classes, 
under various infrastructure ministries, which will be monetised over a period of time. The government’s ambitious National 
Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) scheme that aims to monetise assets worth Rs 6 lakh crore between 2021-22 and 2024-25 will 
likely benefit economy and infra-centric sectors. Assets from various sectors, including railways, roads, aviation, telecom and 
power transmission, will be monetised in this four-year leasing programme and funds invested in new infrastructure 
projects.  
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 National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) (noun) – a group of social and economic infrastructure projects in India over a period 
of five years with an initial sanctioned amount of more than ₹100 lakh crore. The pipeline  was first made public by the 
Prime Minister of India during his 2019 Independence Day speech.  

 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment GuaranteeAct/Scheme (MGNREGA), 2005 (noun) – an Indian labour law and 
social security measure that aims to guarantee the ‘right to work’. It aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by 
providing at least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer to 
do unskilled manual work.  

 Fifteenth Finance Commission (FC-15) (noun) – The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted on 27 November 2017 
against the backdrop of the abolition of the Planning Commission (as also of the distinction between Plan and non-Plan 
expenditure) and the introduction of the goods and services tax (GST), which has fundamentally redefined federal fiscal 
relations. It is constituted to give recommendations for devolution of taxes and other fiscal matters for five fiscal years, 
commencing 01.04.2020.  

 Finance Commission (FC) (noun) – It is a Constitutionally mandated body that is at the centre of fiscal federalism. Set up 
under Article 280 of the Constitution of India, its core responsibility is to evaluate the state of finances of the Union and 
State Governments, recommend the sharing of taxes between them, lay down the principles determining the distribution of 
these taxes among States. The first Finance Commission was set up in 1951 and there have been fifteen so far.  

 Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) (noun) – it is defined as a measure, in monetary terms, of the volume of all goods and 
services produced within the boundaries of the State during a given period of time, accounted without duplication.  

 compound annual growth rate (CAGR) (noun) – growth of something (economy, investment, etc) calculated over a period of 
years, showing the percentage increase for each year over the previous year.  

 NITI Aayog (noun) – The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of 
the Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing 
both directional and policy inputs. (Think tank is a panel of experts who provide advice and ideas on political, social or 
economic issues).  

 Multi-Dimensional Poverty (noun) – Multidimensional poverty encompasses the various deprivations experienced by poor 
people in their daily lives – such as poor health, lack of education, inadequate living standards, disempowerment, poor 
quality of work, the threat of violence, and living in areas that are environmentally hazardous, among others.  

 Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) (noun) – The Ministry of Rural Development Government of India, commenced the 
Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011, in June 2011 through a comprehensive door to door enumeration (counting) 
across the country. This is the first time such a comprehensive exercise has been carried out for both rural and urban India. It 
is also expected to generate information on a large number of social and economic indicators relating to households across 
the country.  

 retroactive/retrospective tax (noun) – a retrospective tax is one that is charged for transactions in the long past. It can be a 
new or additional charge on transactions done in the past. Retrospective taxation allows a nation to implement a rule to 
impose a tax on certain products, goods or services and deals and charge companies from a time before the date on which 
the law is passed.  
 

IDIOMS & PHRASES 
 in good conscience (phrase) – by all that is fair; having 

good motives; properly, in fairness, correctly, legally.  
 (play one’s cards) close to one’s chest (phrase) – be very 

secretive; be very cautious.  
 play second fiddle (phrase) – be a 

subordinate/assistant/deputy to someone or less 
important (than someone).  

 off the block (phrase) – An oft-used idiom, someone is 
quick or slow off the blocks or out of the blocks when they 
are quick or slow to do something. Similarly, one is first or 
last off the blocks, when they are the first or last to start 
doing something.  

 cast a shadow over (phrase) – to make something (e.g. 
situation) to be less hopeful; to make someone feel 
disappointed; disappoint, let down, discourage, disillusion, 
demoralize, wear down.  

 drag one’s feet (phrase) – delay, procrastinate, postpone 
action, put off doing something, use delaying tactics, take 
one’s time.  

 on the heels of (phrase) – close behind, soon after, right 
after, following closely.  

 ahead of one’s time (phrase) – revolutionary, futuristic, 
innovative, trailblazing, pioneering, groundbreaking, 
disruptive.  

 come to pass (phrase) – happen, occur, take place, 
transpire, come about, befall.  

 in the throes of (phrase) – struggling with, grappling with, 
in the middle of.  

 strike a chord (phrase) – cause someone to remember 
something related to him/her in a certain way; arouse an 
emotional feeling to something (either positively or 
negatively).  

 out of touch (phrase) – lacking of up-to-date knowledge; 
lack of current information; lack of awareness.  

 take (something) into one’s (own) hands (phrase) – to 
take control of something.  

 seen in this light (phrase) – to provide a different 
viewpoint/perspective to something.  
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 as far as – is concerned (phrase) – with regard to a 
particular person or situation.  

 needless to say (phrase) – of course, as you would expect, 
obviously, clearly.  

 jump ship (phrase) – to leave an organization that you are 
working for, especially in order to join another.  

 among other things (phrase) – used to indicate that there 
are several more things like the one mentioned, but that 
you do not intend to mention them all.  

 lay the base/foundation (phrase) – to make a start; to 
provide basic ideas from which something bigger develops 
or to provide basic ideas from which something to be 
successful.  

 to the effect that (phrase) – refering to the general 
meaning of something (spoken/written).  

 be at the centre of something (phrase) – if a person is at 
the centre of something that is happening, they are 
involved in it more than other people.  

 in favour of (phrase) – in support of, to the advantage of, 
approve of. 23.of one’s own making (phrase) – brought 
about by one’s own actions.  

 in haste (phrase) – quickly, rapidly, fast, speedily, with 
alacrity/urgency.  

 for instance (phrase) – as an example.  
 rather than (phrase) – instead of.  
 in/at one go (phrase) – in one attempt.  
 the way forward (phrase) – something (a plan/action) that 

leads to success in the future.  
 take note (phrase) – pay attention, take heed, observe, 

bear in mind.  
 a shade —- (phrase) – a little —.  
 come to an end (phrase) – finish, discontinue, terminate.  
 take into account (phrase) – consider, take into 

consideration, have regard to, reckon with.  
 in conjunction (phrase) – together.  
 in order to (phrase) – with the purpose of; with the 

intention of.  
 along with (phrase) – together with, accompanying.  
 at best (phrase) – taking the most optimistic view; only, 

simply, but, nothing but.  
 in progress (phrase) – happening, occurring, taking place, 

proceeding.  
 on the rise (phrase) – increasing.  
 in the belief that (phrase) – thinking that; believing that.  
 be meant to do something (phrase) – be supposed to do 

something.  
 in vain (phrase) – unsuccessfully, without success, with no 

result.  
 so far as (phrase) – to the extent/level.  
 in contrast (phrase) – when compared to another.  
 in spite of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, regardless 

of.  
 put something into practice (phrase) – use, make use of, 

utilize, apply, employ, put into effect, put into operation, 
bring into play, make operative.  

 in light of (phrase) – taking into consideration, taking into 
account, bearing/keeping in mind, taking note of, in view 
of.  

 go a long way (phrase) – will be very helpful/successful.  
 tighten your grip on something (phrase) – start to control 

something more strictly.  
 make amends (phrase) – compensate, redress, make up 

for, recompense.  
 for a start (phrase) – used to introduce the first of a 

number of factors that you want to mention. 
 course of action (phrase) – plan of action, method of 

working, procedure, approach.  
 at the mercy of (phrase) – under the control of, under the 

heel of, in the power of, controlled/dominated by.  
 in keeping with (phrase) – consistent with, in accordance 

with, in agreement with, in line with, compatible with.  
 in the name of (phrase) – as a representative of, as a 

spokesperson for, at the behest of.  
 come out on the streets/take to the streets (phrase) – (of 

a crowd) to come together in the streets to display 
communal harmony in either celebration or opposition.  

 keep faith (phrase) – be loyal to, be faithful to, be true to.  
 go to war (phrase) – to begin to engage in an intense 

conflict with someone; do battle, wage war, take up arms.  
 on one’s part (phrase) – by, from, in, of; carried out by, 

caused by.  
 shuffle one’s feet (phrase) – to act in a tricky/evasive 

manner.  
 take shape (phrase) – become clear, become definite.  
 the likes of (phrase) – someone/something considered as 

a type.  
 next to impossible (phrase) – almost impossible.  
 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, elucidate.  
 state of affairs (phrase) – condition, situation, 

circumstances.  
 in effect (phrase) – in reality, effectively, essentially, 

virtually, practically.  
 set the stage for (phrase) – prepare the circumstances for 

the beginning of something.  
 be at the receiving end (phrase) – be subjected to 

something (criticism/attack).  
 by virtue of (phrase) – because of, on account of, owing 

to, thanks to.  
 on the cusp of (phrase) – a point where something will 

change from one state to another.  
 reel under (phrase) – to suffer (due to a burden).  
 pave the way for (phrase) – clear the way for, make 

preparations for, put things in order for.  
 on one’s own (phrase) – alone, all alone, by oneself, all by 

oneself.  
 far from (phrase) – not, not at all, nowhere near, a long 

way from.  
 by no means (phrase) – not at all, in no way, certainly not, 

absolutely not, definitely not.  
 fight it out (phrase) – (of between two people) fight or 

argue aggressively until one is winning the fight/argument.  
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 no different (from) (phrase) – similar, alike, like, identical, 
the same.  

 at the cost of (phrase) – at the expense/loss/sacrifice of.  
 in step (with) (phrase) – in agreement with, in tune with, 

in line with.  
 to begin with (phrase) – to start with.  
 in comparison (phrase) – comparatively, when compared, 

by comparison, proportionately.  
 in the face of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of; when confronted with.  
 press the pedal (phrase) – to work harder.  
 bridge the gulf/gap/divide (phrase) – try to find a way to 

reduce the gap and bring the two separate groups or 
viewpoints together.  

 in contention (phrase) – competing, contesting, 
contending, vying (& having a good chance of success in a 
contest).  

 have an edge over (phrase) – to have a slight 
advantage/superiority over.  

 in the event of something (phrase) – if something 
happens.  

 so much as (phrase) – hardly, scarcely.  
 what is more (phrase) – moreover.  
 of yore (phrase) – of long ago (or) former times.  
 as far back as (phrase) – it means that an event goes as far 

back in time as some other event, which is used as a 
reference point.  

 at stake (phrase) – at issue, at risk; or in question.  
 

PHRASAL VERBS 
 rule out (phrasal verb) – reject, eliminate, dismiss, 

disregard; prohibit, prevent.  
 take off (phrasal verb) – succeed, do well, become 

popular, progress, prosper, flourish, thrive, boom.  
 make up for (phrasal verb) – compensate for, make 

reparation for; offset, counterbalance, counterweigh.  
 descend into (phrasal verb) – (of a situation) fall, slide, 

degenerate, deteriorate, decline.  
 touch off something (phrasal verb) – start/begin, instigate, 

ignite, trigger, stir up, foment, cause, set off, explode, 
spark off.  

 throw out (phrasal verb) – reject, dismiss, turn down, say 
‘no’ to, refuse.  

 dig up (phrasal verb) – uncover, discover, detect, reveal, 
bring to light, expose.  

 wipe out (phrasal verb) – eliminate, abolish, remove 
(completely).  

 trigger off (phrasal verb) – prompt, set off, spark off, stir 
up; cause, give rise to, lead to.  

 play out (phrasal verb) – happen, occur, take place.  
 drown out (phrasal verb) – prevent something from being 

heard; obscure, hide (something by being loud enough).  
 stitch (up) (phrasal verb) – arrange, organize (a 

deal/agreement to someone’s benefit).  
 spill over (phrasal verb) – (something like an emotion/ bad 

condition) spread out or fan out & reach to an 
uncontrolled level.  

 factor in (phrasal verb) – include, consider, take something 
into account.  

 stave off (phrasal verb) – avert, prevent, avoid, rule out.  
 do away with (phrasal verb) – abolish, quash, get rid of, 

discard, remove, eliminate, discontinue, cancel.  
 embark on (phrasal verb) – start, begin, commence, 

institute, initiate, engage in.  
 work out (phrasal verb) – arrange, organize, plan 

(something in detail).  
 strike down (phrasal verb) – abolish, annul, nullify (a law 

or regulation).  
 spell out (phrasal verb) – explain, make clear, elucidate, 

clarify.  

 bring about (phrasal verb) – cause, create, give rise to, 
produce.  

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly ask/necessitate, 
demand.  

 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring on, bring about.  
 come with (phrasal verb) – to be provided together with 

something.  
 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, bring about.  
 end up (phrasal verb) – finish up, turn up, come/appear, 

find oneself (to a particular course of action in the end).  
 head out (phrasal verb) – depart, abandon, break away.  
 shut out (phrasal verb) – prevent, block.  
 give up (phrasal verb) – renounce, hand over, relinquish, 

forgo, abandon.  
 open up (phrasal verb) – make something 

available/accessible.  
 take up (phrasal verb) – accept, say yes to, agree to, 

accede to, adopt.  
 break up (phrasal verb) – split up, separate, part company.  
 take on (phrasal verb) – compete against, oppose, 

challenge, confront, face, fight.  
 keep away from (phrasal verb) – make someone stay 

away from.  
 account for (phrasal verb) – constitute, make up, 

comprise, form, compose, represent.  
 stock up (phrasal verb) – fill, fill up, load, restock, amass 

supplies of.  
 decide on (phrasal verb) – choose, opt for, select, go for, 

settle on.  
 come after (phrasal verb) – follow, ensue, result.  
 build on (phrasal verb) – develop, enhance.  
 work on/upon (phrasal verb) – to try hard to improve or 

achieve something.  
 set up (phrasal verb) – create, start, begin, initiate.  
 go beyond (phrasal verb) – to be more than something; to 

do more than something.  
 stay on (phrasal verb) – continue.  
 look through (phrasal verb) – search, look around in, 

check, inspect.  
 make up (phrasal verb) – comprise, form, compose, 

constitute, account for.  


